Background

In early March, word leaked out that the Lake Washington School District (LWSD) had earmarked the Juanita High School pool to close due to anticipated cuts in state funding. This follows the recent closing of the Carol Ann Wald pool at St. Edwards Park and the anticipated closure of Bothell’s Northshore pool within two years.
The LWSD has indicated that it wants to get out of the pool management business. The budget shortfall provides a good opportunity for them to make this happen. After a brief check found that there were no alternative venues for the Juanita and Lake Washington High School swim & dive teams, the district contacted Evergreen Hospital, the city of Kirkland and WAVE Aquatics to see if any were interested in taking over management. Only WAVE Aquatics has expressed an interest and will make a final decision by the end of April. 
Concerned parents and community members formed a group to help the LWSD find non-traditional funding opportunities to keep the pool open due to its value to students and the community as a whole. After a March 12th meeting, many good options were discussed but the district has not been receptive to any of the suggestions. It is our contention that the LWSD has already made the decision to close the pool if WAVE Aquatics declines to take over management. We do not feel they are interested in any other options.
If the Juanita HS pool closes, the LWSD has decided that Eastlake and Redmond will also have to close their swim and dive programs to maintain equity.  Nearly 300 student athletes will lose their sport and hundreds of swimmers will lose their only year round facility in the greater Kirkland area. 
The Juanita pool is a community gem and is used by a variety of people.

· High school PE and lifeguard certification classes

· Juanita HS Swim & Dive – girls and boys

· Lake Washington HS Swim & Dive – girls and boys

· Lifeguard training program

· WAVE Aquatics

· Home school swim lessons 

· Community swim lessons

· Public and lap swims

· Synchronized swimming

· District swim meets

· Senior water exercise

· 3rd grade swim program

· Boy and Girl scouts

